
 

 

Digital Media Use Policy 

 

Digital Media 
Use 

The University of Chicago Policy on Audio and Video Recording on 
Campus can be found in the Student manual at: 
studentmanual.uchicago.edu/administrative-policies/additional-
administrative-regulations/petitions-audio-video-recording-on-
campus  

Audio & Video 
Recording on 
Campus 

Public Lectures and Less Formal or Pedagogical Presentations 

“Public” lectures or talks are to be distinguished from lectures that 
are either part of or closely associated with courses, workshops, or 
other organized instructional activities. Typically, “public” lectures 
will be those where the speaker presents in her professional role as 
a scholar or expert, rather than as a teacher. Public lectures also 
should be distinguished from settings in which it is customary to 
present work-in-progress: the kind of thing that might be marked, 
“Please do not quote.” Thus, just because a lecture is advertised 
within a department does not make it public. 

Lectures and Presentations by Guests 

Units of the University that sponsor public lectures by invited 
outside speakers often record the lectures. Unless written 
permission has been obtained from the speakers, however, the 
sponsoring unit, and the University, will not have the right to 
distribute or disseminate these recordings. Without this right, these 
recordings have limited usefulness. Therefore, permission to record 
and to make use of the recording should be obtained using a 
permission form prepared by the Office of Legal Counsel which is 
available online at: lib.uchicago.edu/copyrightinfo& 
lib.uchicago.edu/copyrightinfo/pubdomain. 

Lectures and Presentations by University Faculty Members 
and Academic Staff 

https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/administrative-policies/additional-administrative-regulations/petitions-audio-video-recording-on-campus
https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/administrative-policies/additional-administrative-regulations/petitions-audio-video-recording-on-campus
https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/administrative-policies/additional-administrative-regulations/petitions-audio-video-recording-on-campus
https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/administrative-policies/additional-administrative-regulations/petitions-audio-video-recording-on-campus
http://lib.uchicago.edu/copyrightinfo
https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/copyrightinfo/pubdomain.html


The circulation or publication of the text of “public” lectures by 
University faculty or academic staff has long been considered 
normal and unproblematic; at the same time any reservation or 
refusal expressed by the presenter has always been respected. 
Consistent with this practice, public lectures by University faculty 
and staff may be recorded and used by the University, subject to 
University policy. The University may use for non-commercial 
purposes recordings of public lectures or presentations delivered by 
its employees within the scope of employment, even if copyright 
ownership is ceded to the author(s). Concomitantly, ONLY the 
University, acting through the appropriate University officials, has 
the right to make and use recordings of the faculty’s public lectures 
on campus unless special arrangements are made with the 
University. In keeping with past practice, any reservation or refusal 
expressed by the faculty member should be respected. 

Classroom Activity and Non-“Public” Lectures 

Recording classroom activities or informal talks may be useful for 
some purposes. Units should be thoughtful about setting their own 
policies within the broad framework of University guidelines and 
expectations, to ensure that the act of recording does not impede 
expression or class participation and that the recording is not 
misused. 

Members of the faculty may record, or have recorded, their own 
classes for their personal use or for the purpose of exchange with 
colleagues, e.g., for the purpose of developing or demonstrating 
pedagogical skills. 

Instructors may permit a student to record a class session for the 
convenience of the student, for the benefit of another student who is 
unavoidably absent, or as part of an accommodation for a student 
with a disability. Students must understand that under University 
policy, permission given by a member of the faculty to record a 
class is limited to permission to record for personal use only. It is, 
for example, never permissible to copy, file-share, sell, distribute, or 
Web-serve such recordings. Members of the faculty who believe 
that their classes are being inappropriately recorded, or that 
recordings are being misused, should contact their Dean of 
Students. 

The University may from time to time wish to record, preserve, or 
disseminate the exemplary work of distinguished colleagues in the 



classroom or lecture room. When the University undertakes to 
make recordings of this sort, it will secure appropriate permissions. 

University policies do not permit members of the faculty to “publish” 
recordings of their classroom or lecture room efforts, or to grant to 
others the right to distribute recordings, in any medium, of teaching 
or lecturing undertaken in fulfillment of teaching assignments, 
without prior approval by the Provost. The University has a 
sufficient interest in the intellectual property (Statute 18 and New 
Technology policy) and in the University’s reputation to justify its 
setting this limitation on what a member of the faculty may do. 
Moreover, there is a potential conflict of commitment: a teacher may 
feel some pressure to modify what or how he teaches to make it 
more marketable. 

Recordings by Student Groups (RSO or Other Recognized 
Groups) 

Recordings by student groups of University events, academic or 
non- academic, may be made only with the consent of a cognizant 
official of the University. RSO’s should seek consent to record from 
the Office of the Reynolds Club and Student Activities and other 
student groups (whether recognized or not) should seek permission 
from their dean of students. After permission has been given, the 
students are then responsible for securing appropriate permissions 
from performers, speakers, and participants. Such recordings and 
any derivatives made from them are the property of the University. 
Students may not copy, make derivatives from, distribute, or 
disseminate such recordings in any medium without the permission 
of the University. By longstanding policy, the University asserts no 
copyright in creative work such as film or video that is authored by 
students or student groups using resources normally available to 
them. Video or audio content posted on the internet may only utilize 
the Pritzker or University of Chicago name with the written approval 
of the Dean’s office. 

Copyright of Recordings 

Recordings made at the University should be marked, “Copyright 
[date], The University of Chicago.” While the copyright of the 
recording is in the name of the University, the author of the 
underlying recorded work retains all applicable rights to that work. 
As is the case with University publications, Websites, and other 
similar properties, recordings should carry the copyright of the 
University and not the individual unit. 



YouTube or Other Types of Posting of Recordings 

Students should not use the full University of Chicago Pritzker 
School of Medicine name or logo in videos of student productions 
(senior skit, talent shows) unless they receive permission from 
James Woodruff, MD (Dean of Students) and Tyler Lockman 
(tlockman@bsd.uchicago.edu). Students should get permission to 
post the video from all classmates who appear in the production 
before posting online. 

Student Use of 
Pritzker Graphic 
Identity 

Student Organizations 

When creating an item for a student organization (apparel, tote bag, 
travel mug, etc.) with the Pritzker name included, students should 
also try to include the official Pritzker logo on some visible portion of 
the item, unless it is cost- prohibitive (i.e. requires extra screens or 
color). The logo should not be warped, nor should it be manipulated 
so as to include only a portion of the complete logo. T-shirts, 
specifically, should include the Pritzker logo on the back of the shirt. 
Contact Candi Gard (cgard@bsd.uchicago.edu) with logo requests 
and for Pritzker approval of the item. 

Scholarship Use 

When presenting a scholarly poster highlighting research work, 
students may use the official Pritzker logo on the poster to indicate 
an affiliation with the institution. If a student is presenting a poster 
on Pritzker-sanctioned student- related activities or volunteer work 
(e.g. JOURNEES), they may also use the Pritzker logo. Contact 
Candi Gard (cgard@bsd.uchicago.edu) with logo requests. 

Additional Media Usage Information: 
pritzker.uchicago.edu/page/logo-use-and-student-websites 
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mailto:tlockman@bsd.uchicago.edu
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mailto:cgard@bsd.uchicago.edu
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Specific Issues 
for Students in 
the Pritzker 
School of 
Medicine in 
addition to 
University Policy 

1. Patient experiences (both real and simulated) cannot be 
recorded by any student’s personal recording device. This 
includes wearable technology with mics and/or video 
cameras (i.e. smart watches). 

2. While in the presence of patients [either real or simulated], 
students cannot have personal devices with audio or video-
recording ability in view of the patient. 

3. Video-taped encounters with students and standardized 
patients in any clinical skills or clerkship experience cannot 
be publicized on any personal website, media-share site 
social networking site or used in the context of a student-run 
skit or performance. 

4. Students may not post content of lectures (video or 
audiotaped) on the internet. 

5. Any recorded material posted on the internet must have the 
written consent of all participants in the material. 

6. Recording in violation of this policy may subject you to 
personal criminal and civil liability under the Illinois Criminal 
Code and common law. 

7. Students should not use the full University of Chicago 
Pritzker School of Medicine name or logo in videos of 
student productions unless they receive permission (see 
YouTube or Other Types of Posting of Recording on page 
39). 

8. Permission is needed from the Pritzker School of Medicine 
for any use of the University of Chicago Graphic Identity 
(including the Pritzker School of Medicine Identity). 

Please click link for additional details on Digital Use and Identity 
Guidelines 

 

https://bsd-pritzker.prod.uchicago.edu/resources/pritzker-identity-guidelines

